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County Council Report

In this time of gloom and doom and cuts to our services and incomes I thought it would be nice to give a good news story. 
The Opening of the Black Bridge at Warkworth

I am sure that you will remember the floods of September 2008 when the River Coquet burst its banks and severely damaged the Black Bridge as well as doing all sorts of damage to properties throughout the County. The County Council as usual was short of funds to repair the damage but it did make a bid to central government for help to repair certain damaged bridges, I managed to get the Black Bridge named as one of the bridges that should be included in the list. This bid was successful and in early summer 2009 work began to replace this important local facility.

In December 2009 before work began a diving inspection was carried out on the two supports of the bridge which were in the river and there was no evidence of river bed erosion so all appeared well and work began in January 2010. It was in February that things started to go wrong, whilst removing the old damaged decking from the bridge one of the two supports moved and it became clear that the old decking had been propping up the support itself.
After much discussion and consultation with The Environment Agency a permanent solution to the problem involving pile driving (a very expensive process) was carried out.
Problem number 2 was revealed during work on the south bank, it was discovered that the old concrete support there was falling away so more work was carried out to remedy that situation.
Problem number 3 happened when the Coquet water level rose in early spring, flooded the site and caused a weeks delay to the project and undid some of the work that had already been carried out.
However, by April everything was looking good, the deck had been erected on the old supports and was built from heavily braced steel beams with a timber walkway and the river banks were reinstated to the Environment Agencies guidelines. But there was to be one final twist in the tale. Before leaving the site and with low levels of crystal clear water a final inspection showed that the other support had suffered the same fate as the first one, although to a lesser degree, so problem number 4 was solved by the use of rock armour which secured the support and helps to diffuse high flows and reduces the risk of future bed erosion.
The bridge was finally opened officially (with an audible sigh of relief) on the 27th May at a small ceremony where Rev. Canon Brierley kindly blessed the bridge and local school children from Warkworth First School sprinkled rose petals into the Coquet.
The County Council and I would like to thank the following parties for their co-operation during the reconstruction

Northumberland Estates

Coquet Moor Caravan Park

The residents of Watershaugh Road

Warkworth Parish Council

And a special thank you goes to the County Council Structures Team for their perseverance and close contact with me throughout this complicated and demanding project.

I am as ever available to residents on  07802385367 and by email at Jeffrey.watson@northumberland.gov.uk
Jeff Watson

